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YouTube has taken down more than 70,000 videos and 9,000 channels related to
the war in Ukraine for violating content guidelines, including removal of videos
that referred to the invasion as a “liberation mission”.

The platform is hugely popular in Russia, where, unlike some of its US peers, it has
not been shut down despite hosting content from opposition figures such as Alexei
Navalny. YouTube has also been able to operate in Russia despite cracking down
on pro-Kremlin content that has broken guidelines including its major violent
events policy, which prohibits denying or trivialising the invasion.

Since the conflict began in February, YouTube has taken down channels including
that of the pro-Kremlin journalist Vladimir Solovyov. Channels associated with
Russia’s Ministries of Defence and Foreign Affairs have also been temporarily
suspended from uploading videos in recent months for describing the war as a
“liberation mission”.

YouTube’s chief product officer, Neal Mohan, said: “We have a major violent
events policy and that applies to things like denial of major violent events:
everything from the Holocaust to Sandy Hook. And of course, what’s happening in
Ukraine is a major violent event. And so we’ve used that policy to take
unprecedented action.”
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