
News Item

Why Wikipedia Decided to Stop Calling Fox a
‘Reliable’ Source | WIRED
By Noam Cohen
August 12, 2020

In an aggressive move that is anything but sitting back, a panel of Wikipedia
administrators in July declared that Fox News would no longer be considered
“generally reliable” in its reporting on politics and science, and in those areas
“should be used with caution to verify contentious claims.” (Fox News articles on
other topics were unaffected.) There simply were too many examples of
misleading, inaccurate, and slanted reporting about science and politics for
Wikipedia to pass on Fox News articles as part of a broader search for the truth.

And while the decision hasn’t exactly banished Fox News from Wikipedia on those
topics—there are still thousands of links to Fox News articles that appear there—it
deprives Fox News of the ability to frame how the public interprets political events
and politicians on Wikipedia. The changes to Bass’s article that highlighted a Fox
News-promoted controversy give a glimpse at the stakes involved.
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