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TUSKEGEE, Ala. — By the time vaccines for the coronavirus were introduced late
last year, the pandemic had taken two of Lucenia Williams Dunn’s close friends.
Still, Ms. Dunn, the former mayor of Tuskegee, contemplated for months whether
to be inoculated.

It was a complicated consideration, framed by the government’s botched response
to the pandemic, its disproportionate toll on Black communities and an infamous
40-year government experiment with which her hometown is often associated.
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