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There’s little question that the media is one of the least trusted institutions in
Republican circles.

In the past two decades, trust in traditional media has plummeted — especially
among Republicans. According to polling from Gallup, since at least the late 1990s,
Republicans have been less likely than Democrats (and independents) to say they
trust the media. But starting in 2015, trust among Republicans took a nosedive,
falling from 32 percent to 10 percent in 2020. (Meanwhile, among Democrats,
trust in the media has actually climbed back up, and by quite a bit.)

Part of this is because Republicans are often more vocal in their criticism of the
media and have long perceived it as having a liberal bias. But now they are also
more likely to say that being “anti-media” is part of their political identity, and this
is likely driving the staggering gap in media trust that we are seeing.
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