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Last Nov. 20, NBC News broke the news that Mark Zuckerberg, Donald Trump and
a Facebook board member, Peter Thiel, had dined together at the White House the
previous month. “It is unclear why the meeting was not made public or what
Trump, Zuckerberg and Thiel discussed,” the report said.

That was it. Nothing else has emerged since. Not the date, not who arranged the
menu, the venue, the seating, not the full guest list. And not whether some kind of
deal got done between two of the most powerful men in the world. The news cycle
moved on, and the dinner became one of the unsolved mysteries of American
power.

But I was able to pry some of those details loose last week from White House
officials along with current and former senior Facebook employees and people they
speak to. Most said they would only talk on the condition their names not be used,
since the company is not eager to call attention to Mr. Zuckerberg’s relationship
with the president.
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