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The apparent connection of recent murders in Toronto to the “incel” movement has
led to a torrent of commentary. Too much of it has appeared to rationalise Alek
Minassian’s actions. Just yesterday, New York Times columnist Ross
Douthat made their major gripe – that the world denies them sex – into the basis of
a kind of seminar room thought experiment, wondering whether a redistribution of
sex might not be “entirely responsive to the logic of late-modern sexual life”.

But to accept this is to take their story of victimhood as read. We shouldn’t.

To get the measure of this movement, and its danger, we could turn to their
sympathisers on Twitter, who have been busy blaming “‘empowered’ w*myn on
oral contraceptives” and “anti-male culture” for the incel phenomenon, and
warning of insurrection.
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