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They’ve both resisted social distancing, lashed out against lockdowns, and
compared the coronavirus to the flu. They’ve each played down the severity of
their countries’ outbreaks, attacked experts (including within their own
government), attended large political events often without wearing masks, and
hyped the unproven benefits of hydroxychloroquine. Now that President Donald
Trump has, like his Brazilian counterpart, Jair Bolsonaro, months earlier, tested
positive for COVID-19, a question remains: Will he, too, manage to emerge from
this health crisis not simply physically unscathed, but politically empowered?
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