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At his summit with Vladimir Putin in Geneva, President Biden pressed his Russian
counterpart on a number of critical issues. He stressed the importance of
protecting U.S. infrastructure from Russian cyberattacks — and signaled that the
White House was prepared to take retaliatory measures in response to continued
Russian cyber-mischief. He emphasized his support for Radio Free Europe/Radio
Liberty, the U.S. broadcaster whose continued functioning and independence
within Russia is now being threatened by the Kremlin. And he warned of
“devastating consequences” for Russia if opposition critic Alexei Navalny, now
languishing in a penal colony on questionable charges, ends up perishing behind
bars.

One thing that didn’t make it onto the meeting agenda, however, was the question
of disinformation — and Russia’s ongoing efforts to promote “fake news” and
divisive narratives within the United States. Yet that topic is a critical one, because
recent years have seen the Kremlin erect a massive disinformation campaign
aimed at the U.S. and other Western nations.
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