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Blaming social media ignores the importance of disinformation spread by domestic
political actors and traditional media. Political leaders and even scientists in some
countries have made misleading claims about supposed cures for Covid-19. The
selective use of statistics – be it economic projections or illness and death rates –
can mislead too.

Disinformation spreads through the interaction of many different information
sources, not just social media. For British people, disinformation on social media
may not even be the biggest issue. They overwhelmingly distrust social media
news and rarely share it.
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