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A stampede for an unproven “cure” for Covid-19 is clearing the pharmacy shelves
of a medicine that is vital for up to 5 million people around the world suffering
from lupus, as countries bow to populist pressure and abandon the trials that
would show whether hydroxychloroquine works against coronavirus infection.

Both Italy and France have said doctors can now prescribe hydroxychloroquine – a
less toxic version of the malaria drug chloroquine – even though there is no robust
evidence to prove that it is effective against Covid-19.

Popular pressure for access to the drug has been ramped up by pronouncements
from presidents Donald Trump in the US and Jair Bolsonaro in Brazil, both of
whom have claimed it is a cure. An Australian businessman, the former politician
Clive Palmer, has pledged to fund 1m doses “to ensure all Australians would have
access to the drug as soon as possible”.
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