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CHICAGO — Hundreds, sometimes thousands, of posts fly in the new Facebook
groups daily.

The coronavirus numbers are fake, some of the social media videos claim. “Social
distancing is the new way to control you, your family and your behavior,” another
commenter warns. Others say the pandemic is an overblown hoax.

The loose network of Facebook groups spurring protests of stay-at-home orders
across the country have fast become a hotbed of misinformation, conspiracy
theories and skepticism around the coronavirus pandemic. Launched in recent
weeks by pro-gun advocacy groups and conservative activists, the pages are
repositories of Americans’ suspicion and anxiety — often fueled by notions floated
by television personalities or President Donald Trump himself and amplified by
social media accounts.
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