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UPDATE: Citing “weaknesses in the methodology,” Poynter has removed the list “until we
are able to provide our audience a more consistent and rigorous set of criteria,” the
organization said in a May 2, 2019 post.

Misinformation is a thriving industry on the internet, supported by social media
shares, advertising dollars and political donations. In the United States, scores of
research reports try to measure how falsehoods spread online. These studies often
require lists of untrustworthy “news” sources, but many of these lists have grown
out-of-date and incomplete.

Better data means better results for researchers, reporters and readers. So the
International Fact-Checking Network built a more complete dataset: UnNews, an
index of unreliable news sites.

To create the index, we combined five major lists (see below), then eliminated the
sites that were no longer active. We only used lists that were public and curated by
established journalists or academics, contained original data (rather than
information from other lists), stated their criteria for inclusion and defined how
they graded different sites (see our methodology for more).

Source: UnNews: An index of unreliable news websites – Poynter
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