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The online disinformation campaign now known as #Pizzagate, which extremists
blasted into mainstream visibility on such sites as Twitter and Reddit, targeted
Alefantis with a storm of harassment and lies, falsely suggesting that liberal elites
abused children in the basement of his pizza restaurant. The #Pizzagate fable
ultimately inspired a man to drive across state lines from North Carolina to
Washington, D.C., to “save” fictitious victims. He fired a gun inside Comet Ping
Pong in December 2016, when the restaurant was full of families eating lunch.
Trolls continue to target Alefantis and his staff with harassment even now, as the
event approaches its fifth anniversary.

Researchers of the far right still talk about #Pizzagate, but for different reasons:
#Pizzagate influenced the politically charged disinformation campaigns that
followed it in significant, often underreported ways.
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