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As protests against police brutality and systemic racism, sparked by the death of
unarmed black man George Floyd at the hands of Minneapolis police, grip the
nation, so too does misinformation. On social media, rumors and conspiracy
theories are flourishing on every band of the political spectrum. Videos of both
peaceful and brutal arrests have been held up as evidence of police officers’
reasonable and unreasonable behavior during demonstrations, only then to be
proven to be months or years old. Some have claimed that Russian operatives or
white supremacists were involved in either killing Floyd or in fomenting violent
demonstrations. Others, especially those in far-right fringe groups, have claimed
that their longtime Jewish boogeyman, George Soros, is the one to blame. Still
others hold that Floyd isn’t even dead.
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