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Communication has been weaponised, used to provoke, mislead and influence the
public in numerous insidious ways. Disinformation was just the first stage of an
evolving trend of using information to subvert democracy, confuse rival states,
define the narrative and control public opinion. Using the large, unregulated, open
environments that tech companies once promised would “empower” ordinary
people, disinformation has spread rapidly across the globe. The power that tech
companies offered us has become a priceless tool in propagandists’ hands, who
were right in thinking that a confused, rapidly globalising world is more vulnerable
to the malleable beast of disinformation than straightforward propaganda.
Whatever we do, however many fact-checking initiatives we undertake,
disinformation shows no sign of abating. It just mutates.
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