
News Item

The Use of Social Media in Colombian
Democratic Spaces: A Double-Edged Sword |
Toda Peace Institute
By Diana Dajer
November 8, 2019

The era of social media brings opportunities and challenges to a broad range of
stakeholders in Colombia, to harness the power of technological innovation and to
foster a more open and transparent democracy in the midst of conflict. This policy
brief examines the positive and negative influence of social media in three cases:
(i) the 2016 plebiscite about the endorsement of a peace agreement with the
FARC-EP guerrilla; (ii) the presidential elections of 2018; and (iii) the threats and
crimes against social leaders since the peace agreement was signed. Based on the
cases analysed, the document draws recommendations for different actors at the
local, national and international levels, to both minimise the harm and maximise
the good of using social media in Colombian democratic spaces.
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