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“ICRs are highly intrusive and should be protected from over-retention by
telecommunications operators and intelligence agencies,” says Nour Haidar, a
lawyer and legal officer at UK civil liberties group Privacy International, which has
been challenging data collection and handling under the Investigatory Powers Act
in court.

Little is known about the development and use of ICRs. When the Investigatory
Powers Act was passed, internet companies said it would take them years to build
the systems needed to collect and store ICRs. However, some of those pieces may
now be falling into place. In February, the Home Office, a government department
that oversees security and policing in the UK, published a mandatory review of the
operation of the Investigatory Powers Act so far
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