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The Department of Homeland Security’s creation of a Disinformation Governance
Board has set off a backlash on the right — even as it’s not entirely clear what the
perhaps unfortunately named board will do.

Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas mentioned the creation of the board in multiple
congressional hearings last week. In one, he linked it to efforts to combat
misinformation from human smugglers. In another, he said it would be used to
counter Russian cyber and election misinformation: “We have just established a
mis- and disinformation governance board in the Department of Homeland
Security to more effectively combat this threat, not only to election security but to
our homeland security.”

Amid growing anti-censorship fervor on the right, a bevy of Republicans have
suggested that the initiative amounts to policing speech. Elon Musk declared it
“messed up.” Many on the right likened it to the Ministry of Truth from George
Orwell’s book “1984.”
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