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In recent months, Facebook and YouTube have moved aggressively to interrupt the
flow of disinformation, in part by banning QAnon groups and channels. More
broadly, Facebook and Twitter have asserted their prerogative to slow the spread
of iffy news stories and take down the musings of Holocaust deniers. But the
moves against QAnon come too late. Even as the platforms have begun to take
steps to limit the algorithmic amplification of content tied to QAnon-specific
groups, already-converted true believers continue to act as pollinators themselves,
pushing the QAnon view of current events into unrelated communities—Star Trek
fans, essential-oil moms, the “reopen” groups campaigning against shutdowns
imposed during the coronavirus pandemic. And in the right-wing demi-media, any
actions by Facebook, Twitter, or YouTube against the QAnon groups are covered as
further evidence of tech censorship run amok, and an ominous harbinger of the
end of free speech.

This is how delegitimizing narratives spread. The threat of a “color revolution” is
only the latest to expand through QAnon’s ready-made distribution channel.
Amplifying prophecies about attacks on the legitimacy of the election ultimately
positions QAnon to continue past November. If Trump loses, the prophecy of the
deep-state color revolution will have come true, and Q will spin tales about the
secret doings of an illegitimate new administration. If Trump wins, the exposure of
the nefarious plot will have deterred the deep-state forces, and the battle against
the cabal will continue.
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