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Alex McKeever, a part-time furniture mover in Ridgewood, Queens, woke up
Wednesday and started scrolling on his phone. Like many of us, he’s been obsessed
with the invasion of Ukraine and has been spending ten hours a day trying to piece
together what was happening from news coverage and social media. That morning,
McKeever, who is 30, saw that someone had tweeted a video of destroyed vehicles
in a suburb of Kharkiv called Bucha. It appeared to be the aftermath of a
significant battle. The blackened wreckage of numerous Russian military vehicles
lay scattered and smoldering along the road. Where exactly, McKeever wondered,
had it taken place?

He wasn’t idly musing. For the last six years, McKeever has been active in open-
source intelligence, or OSINT, which involves gathering and analyzing online
information in much the same way that government intelligence professionals
analyze classified data: identifying when and where events took place, who was
involved, what kinds of weapons were used, and so on.
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