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For a decade and a half, Facebook has dominated the landscape of digital social
networks, becoming one of the most powerful arbiters of online speech. Twenty-
four hours a day, seven days a week, over two billion users leverage the platform
to post, share, discuss, react to, and access content from all over the globe.
Through a system of semipublic rules called “Community Standards,” Facebook
has created a body of “laws” and a system of governance that dictate what users
may say on the platform. In recent years, as this intricately built system to dispatch
the company’s immense private power over the public right of speech has become
more visible, Facebook has experienced intense pressure to become more
accountable, transparent, and democratic, not only in how it creates its
fundamental policies for speech but also in how it enforces them.
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