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Exaggerating the threat of foreign disinformation made the problem harder to
address. As the information scholars Alexei Abrahams and Gabrielle Lim warned in
a prescient article last summer, the more that the problem was described in
sensational, militarized terms, the narrower the band of potential solutions.
Describing online disinformation as a national-security problem tends to prompt
blunt responses: the criminalization of foreign broadcasters, new speech
regulations, or even the normalization of internet shutdowns and government

firewalls.
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