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Cyber Ninjas — the company running the GOP’s so-called “audit” of the 2020
election results in Maricopa County, Arizona — is expected to finally release a
report summarizing its findings sometime in the next few weeks. But if past is
precedent, the document will likely leave people in a fog of confusion.

That’s because the “audit,” which began in April at the behest of the state’s GOP-
controlled Senate and is being paid for by a variety of far-right, pro-Trump sources,
was never intended to be a good-faith investigation of election practices. On the
contrary, it’s always been about bolstering Donald Trump’s lies about the election
with false and misleading claims, then using them as a pretext to impose new
voting restrictions aimed at giving Republicans an edge in future elections,
including a possible Trump 2024 presidential run.

Inevitably, that means Cyber Ninjas will make claims just plausible enough to get
credulous coverage from pro-Trump media, even if the claims can’t withstand
scrutiny from impartial fact-checkers.
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