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The widespread embrace of conspiracy and disinformation amounts to a “mass
radicalization” of Americans, and increases the risk of right-wing violence, veteran
security officials and terrorism researchers warn.

At conferences, in op-eds and at agency meetings, domestic terrorism analysts are
raising concern about the security implications of millions of conservatives buying
into baseless right-wing claims. They say the line between mainstream and fringe
is vanishing, with conspiracy-minded Republicans now marching alongside armed
extremists at rallies across the country. Disparate factions on the right are
coalescing into one side, analysts say, self-proclaimed “real Americans” who are
cocooned in their own news outlets, their own social media networks and,
ultimately, their own “truth.”
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