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In the spring of 2016, Sen. Ted Cruz (R-Texas) exploded when Donald Trump cited
a baseless conspiracy theory that claimed Cruz’s Cuban-born father was involved
in the assassination of John F. Kennedy. At a news conference in Evansville,
Indiana, Cruz, then competing in the GOP presidential primary against the front-
running Trump, slammed the celebrity TV mogul: “Let’s be clear, this is nuts. This
is not a reasonable position. This is just kooky. And while I’m at it, I guess I should
go ahead and admit, yes, my dad killed JFK, he is secretly Elvis, and Jimmy Hoffa is
buried in his backyard.” He called Trump “a pathological liar” who “doesn’t know
the difference between truth and lies.” Six years later, Cruz is now a pro-Trump
conspiracy theory kook—and he’s trying to raise money off the lunacy.

A few days ago, Cruz sent out a fundraising email embracing the right-wing
crackpot notion that the insurrectionist January 6 attack on the US Capitol was
orchestrated by the FBI or another government agency. Hardcore Trumpists, most
notably Fox host Tucker Carlson, have pushed the fact-free idea that the Deep
State engineered the assault on Congress to discredit Trump and his political
movement. And Cruz has rushed to the front of the loony train.
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