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At a time when the U.S. is experiencing one of the worst COVID-19 infection rates
among wealthy nations, Americans could take some cautionary lessons from South
Africa, the nation that fared the worst during the HIV/AIDS epidemic because of
the many stumbles and mistakes of its different governments.

Some South African authors, like Phaswane Mpe and Sindiwe Magona, whose work
I study and teach, have written about the tragic effects of a country steeped in
denialism about the virus, the ramifications of which are still being felt today.
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