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The US elections are witnessing heated, contested, loud and aggressive debates,
with media (new and old) donning visibly partisan robes. One such media report
has sought to pull India and Indians into the middle of the Trump Vs Biden
campaign battle.

First, there is a simple fact that often eludes social media platforms like Twitter
and Facebook as well as the easily outraged proponents of the newly-minted
‘cancel culture’. Social media platforms may have their own terms and rules of
engagement and content monitoring; it is their prerogative. But those terms and
rules cannot—and, more importantly, must not—be allowed to supersede the law
as framed by sovereign states, especially democracies, where these platforms
operate.
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