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Suppose that the biblical story of Creation were true: God created the universe in
six days, including all the laws of physics and all the physical constants that apply
throughout the universe. Now imagine that one day, in the early 21st century, God
became bored and, just for fun, doubled the gravitational constant. What would it
be like to live through such a change? We’d all be pulled toward the floor; many
buildings would collapse; birds would fall from the sky; the Earth would move
closer to the sun, reestablishing orbit in a far hotter zone.

Let’s rerun this thought experiment in the social and political world, rather than
the physical one. The U.S. Constitution was an exercise in intelligent design. The
Founding Fathers knew that most previous democracies had been unstable and
short-lived. But they were excellent psychologists, and they strove to create
institutions and procedures that would work with human nature to resist the forces
that had torn apart so many other attempts at self-governance.
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