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Last Tuesday, President Donald Trump went to war with Twitter because the
company appended a fact-checking link to two of his tweets. There was no account
timeout, no takedown of tweets, no suspensions—only a link to a fact check of
Trump’s false claims about California’s mail-in ballots. Nevertheless, the little blue
annotation triggered an outcry of anti-conservative bias from the president, his
advisers, and prominent supporters, and the outrage machine went into overdrive.
The president declared that it was time for him to take on social media in the
interest of “FAIRNESS.” On Friday, he signed an executive order declaring that
platforms would be required to demonstrate “good faith” in moderation decisions,
under some definition of the term to be established by the Federal
Communications Commission, if they wanted to keep their legal protections under
Section 230 of the Communications Decency Act.
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