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SINGAPORE — At their sprawling Asia headquarters last month, Facebook
executives considered the latest order from Singapore’s authorities: Disable local
access to a page that the city-state’s government asserted contained false
statements about its response to the coronavirus outbreak.

Legal analysis gave the company little choice, Facebook concluded. If it did not
comply, the company would be found guilty of an offense and fined up to $14,400 a
day under the law.

Within a day Facebook had blocked local access to the page, States Times Review.
But in an unusually strong statement the social media giant said it was “deeply
concerned” about the “precedent this sets for the stifling of freedom of expression
in Singapore.”

Source: Singapore introduced tough laws against fake news. Coronavirus has put them to
the test. – The Washington Post

https://www.pofmaoffice.gov.sg/documents/media-releases/2020/Feb/mci%20access%20disabling%20order%20media%20statement%2017%20feb.pdf
https://www.pofmaoffice.gov.sg/documents/media-releases/2020/Feb/mci%20access%20disabling%20order%20media%20statement%2017%20feb.pdf
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/coronavirus-covid19-pofma-states-times-review-facebook-12435898
https://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/singapore/coronavirus-covid19-pofma-states-times-review-facebook-12435898
https://www.reuters.com/article/us-singapore-facebook/facebook-says-deeply-concerned-about-singapores-order-to-block-page-idUSKBN20D0AD
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/exploiting-fake-news-laws-singapore-targets-tech-firms-over-coronavirus-falsehoods/2020/03/16/a49d6aa0-5f8f-11ea-ac50-18701e14e06d_story.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/asia_pacific/exploiting-fake-news-laws-singapore-targets-tech-firms-over-coronavirus-falsehoods/2020/03/16/a49d6aa0-5f8f-11ea-ac50-18701e14e06d_story.html

