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On Friday, March 15th, one or more gunmen opened fire in two mosques in
Christchurch, New Zealand. As I write this, three men and one woman have been
taken into custody by local law enforcement. It is unclear to what extent they were
all involved. The only thing we know is that one of the shooters went by the name
Brenton Tarrant on Twitter. He posted pictures of the murder weapons there two
days before the rampage. Said weapons are clearly visible in the video of the spree
he livestreamed to Facebook.

Shortly after the spree ended, New Zealand Police Commissioner Mike Bush
confirmed that several improvised explosive devices had been disarmed by
authorities. If those devices were meant as some kind of booby trap, they were not
the only trap “Brenton” left behind. Immediately before carrying out his spree, he
posted links to a manifesto on Twitter:

In “The Great Replacement” repeats a variety of “white genocide” talking points,
and claims his murder of several dozen Muslims is because they are “invaders”
outbreeding the white race. All the evidence we have suggests these are, more or
less, the shooter’s beliefs.

But this manifesto is a trap itself, laid for journalists searching for the meaning
behind this horrific crime. There is truth in there, and valuable clues to the
shooter’s radicalization, but it is buried beneath a great deal of, for lack of a better
word, “shitposting”.
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