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Twitter blocked 122 accounts belonging to journalists, authors, and politicians in
India this week in response to legal requests from the Indian government. On
March 23, the government issued a request for 29 more Twitter accounts to be
blocked, as per data on the Lumen database — a collaborative archive which
collects legal complaints and requests for removal of online material. The
development follows a police crackdown and a subsequent internet shutdown in
the north Indian state of Punjab to arrest separatist figure Amritpal Singh Sandhu.
The government has declared Sandhu a fugitive and he is on the run. The current
internet and SMS suspension in the state, enforced on March 18, affects 27 million
people.
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