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This spring, he was auditioning to be the host of “Jeopardy!” Nearly every day, he
pops up on television ads for national brands like State Farm insurance. And on
Sundays this fall, he has led the Green Bay Packers to a division-best 7-2 record.

Quarterback Aaron Rodgers is not just the N.F.L.’s reigning most valuable player,
he’s a celebrity who transcends the nation’s most popular sport, a household name
on par with Tom Brady and Patrick Mahomes.

So when news broke that he tested positive for the coronavirus last week and was
unvaccinated, Rodgers justified his decision to not get vaccinated by speaking out
against the highly effective vaccines and spewing a stream of misinformation and
junk science. Medical professionals were disheartened not just because it will
make it harder for them to persuade adults to get vaccinated, but because they are
also starting to vaccinate 5- to 11-year-olds.
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