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Russian intelligence services have been spreading disinformation about the
coronavirus pandemic, according to newly declassified intelligence, material that
demonstrates how Moscow is continuing to try to influence Americans as the
election draws closer.

Russian military intelligence, known as the G.R.U., has used its ties with a Russian
government information center, InfoRos, and other websites to push out English-
language disinformation and propaganda about the pandemic, such as amplifying
false Chinese arguments that the virus was created by the United States military
and articles that said Russia’s medical assistance could bring a new détente with
Washington.

The disinformation efforts are a refinement of what Russia tried to do in 2016. The
fake social media accounts and bots used by the Internet Research Agency and
other Russia-backed groups to amplify false articles have proved relatively easy to
stamp out. But it is far more difficult to stop the dissemination of such articles that
appear on websites that seem legitimate, according to outside experts.
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