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The scale of internet platforms such as Google and Facebook is unprecedented in
the tech world and, I would argue, unprecedented since the Dutch East India
Company. They are ubiquitous in almost every country that has an economy. And
when you are ubiquitous, the political imperative is to align with power.

And that is why in countries such as the Philippines Facebook has been used to
marshal public opinion in support of death squads. In Cambodia, it is being used to
suppress dissent. In Myanmar it was used to incite ethnic cleansing. That’s what
happens in authoritarian regimes.
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