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Robert Malone—a medical doctor and an infectious-disease researcher—recently
suggested that the Pfizer and Moderna vaccines might actually make COVID-19
infections worse. He chuckled as he imagined Anthony Fauci announcing that the
vaccination campaign was all a big mistake (“Oh darn, I was wrong!”) and would
need to be abandoned. When he floated that nightmare scenario during a recent
podcast interview with Steve Bannon, both men seemed almost delighted at the
prospect of public-health officials and pharmaceutical companies getting their
comeuppance. “This is a catastrophe,” Bannon declared, beaming at his guest.
“You're hearing it from an individual who invented the mRNA [vaccine] and has
dedicated his life to vaccines. He’s the opposite of an anti-vaxxer.”

Before going any further, let’s be clear that the back-and-forth between Bannon
and Malone was premised on misinformation. The vaccines have repeatedly been
shown to help prevent symptomatic coronavirus infections and reduce their
severity. Malone was riffing on a botched sentence in a USA Today article, one that
was later deleted but not before being screenshotted and widely shared.
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