A MediaWell

News Item

Reddit Squashed QAnon by Accident | The
Atlantic

By Kaitlyn Tiffany
September 24, 2020

Two years ago, most Americans knew nothing about QAnon, the ever-

growing, diffuse, and violent movement devoted to a loosely connected set of
conspiracy theories, most of which tie back to the idea that Donald Trump is
leading a holy war against a high-powered cabal of child traffickers, some of whom
drink blood. But at the time, it was a massive problem on Reddit, where
conspiracy-minded members of the Trump-themed subreddit r/The Donald had
long stoked theories such as Pizzagate, and where a QAnon subreddit called
r/TheGreatAwakening had racked up 70,000 subscribers, some of whom posted
hundreds of times.

Last week, new polling showed that nearly half of Americans have now heard of
QAnon. But on Reddit, the movement no longer has any meaningful presence.
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