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There was a period of time when the average U.S. military service member’s
closest encounter with foreign intelligence agents and spies was through the lens
of a Hollywood movie. Today, many of our service members unknowingly interact
with actors who spread disinformation through social media, but the Department
of Defense (DOD) has been slow to adapt to this new reality. This leaves service
members and their families to be targeted by highly-trained foreign agents using
military-style techniques to influence their thoughts and actions. The DOD should
move with haste to formally educate service members, civil servants, and their
families about disinformation to minimize the damage from this national security
threat.
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