A MediaWel

News Item

Project Veritas and the mainstream media:
Strange allies in the fight to protect press
freedom | The Conversation

By Jane E Kirtley
November 22, 2021

An FBI raid on Project Veritas leader James O’Keefe’s home in early November
2021 has sparked an unusual demonstration of support from the very
establishment media that O’Keefe has spent his career targeting and trashing.

The raid was conducted on the suspicion that O’Keefe and former Project Veritas
staffers were implicated in the theft of President Joe Biden’s daughter Ashley’s
diary before the 2020 election. The Department of Justice said the cellphones
sought in the raid would reveal evidence of aiding and abetting the transport of
stolen property worth $5,000 or more across state lines, and of failure to report
the theft to law enforcement in violation of federal law.

Project Veritas says that the phones contain attorney-client privileged information
and newsgathering materials protected by the First Amendment.

O’Keefe is the self-described “progressive radical” and founder and CEO of Project
Veritas. His organization has a long history of conducting undercover sting
operations, frequently targeting progressive nonprofits, politicians and the news
media with the stated aim of disclosing bias, hypocrisy and illegal activity.

Many journalists repudiate Project Veritas and its methods, contending that the
organization is ideologically driven and routinely violates established norms of
media ethics.
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