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In the wake of recent allegations against Pornhub and its parent company
Mindgeek, senators from both parties have introduced a new bill that would
impose sweeping new regulations on online sites, platforms, and apps that host
adult content. Though the bill is meant to prevent exploitation and trafficking,
critics argue that the changes would create significant new risks and costs both
sex workers and the fewer remaining sites that would then host them.

Sens. Ben Sasse (R-Neb.) and Jeff Merkley (D-Ore.) on Friday introduced the Stop
Internet Sexual Exploitation Act (PDF), which they described as “groundbreaking
legislation that would require all online platforms that host pornography to put in
place critical safeguards to protect Americans from sexual exploitation online.”
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