
News Item

Platforms Must Pay for Their Role in the
Insurrection | WIRED
By Roger McNamee
January 8, 2021

President Trump and his enablers in government and right-wing media will
shoulder the blame for Wednesday’s insurrection at the US Capitol, but internet
platforms—Facebook, Instagram, YouTube, and Twitter, in particular—have played
a fomenting and facilitating role that no one should overlook.

In their relentless pursuit of engagement and profits, these platforms created
algorithms that amplify hate speech, disinformation, and conspiracy theories. This
harmful content is particularly engaging and serves as the lubricant for businesses
as profitable as they are influential. These platforms also enforce their terms of
service in ways that favor extreme speech and behavior, predominantly right-wing
extremism.
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