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It’s bad enough when our political leaders promote quack theories about
coronavirus and its treatment; but what do we do about the doctors who enable
them and use their medical authority to promote pseudoscience?

Take Scott Atlas, a former Stanford University radiologist with no training or
expertise in public health or infectious disease. As President Trump’s special
adviser on coronavirus, he cast doubt on the efficacy of face masks, long after
science had confirmed their efficacy. He was a staunch proponent of herd
immunity — a recommendation that would almost certainly have resulted in vast
mortality.

And on Dec. 8, Ron Johnson, the Republican senator of Wisconsin, known for his
allegiance to fringe theories, called two doctors with such beliefs to testify before

his committee.
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