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For nearly a year now, a small team of officials from City Hall and the public health
department have pored over detailed reports about how vaccine misinformation
has spread through New York City.

A review of over eight months worth of these “misinformation bulletins” obtained
by The Times reveals that the city has collected exhaustive intelligence about the
misunderstandings and conspiracy theories surrounding Covid-19 and swirling
through the five boroughs. The project aimed to help tailor Covid-19 vaccine drives
to New York’s diverse and sometimes insular communities and beat back the virus
to push the city toward normalcy.

The misinformation reports — the vast majority of which come from public social
media posts — also offer a fascinating historical accounting: a glimpse into what
New Yorkers were reading, watching and at times misunderstanding about the
disease that upended their city.

Overall, the effort is a case study in what effective city government can do, and
what public health demands in 2021.

The reports were only necessary because not everyone has been rooting for the
coronavirus to lose.
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