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Late last week Michael Brendan Dougherty of National Review stirred up a mix of
interest and outrage among journalists by arguing that more understanding should
be extended to unvaccinated Americans, whose hesitancy about getting Pfizered or
Modernafied often reflects a reasonable uncertainty and wariness after a year of
shifting public-health rhetoric, blunders and misleading messaging.

The alternative perspective, judging from responses to his column, regards the
great mass of the unvaccinated as victims of deliberately manufactured paranoia,
the blame for which can be laid partly on their own partisan self-delusion and
partly on wicked actors in the right-wing media complex — from conspiracy
theorists flourishing online to vaccine skeptics interviewed by Tucker Carlson to
Republican politicians who have pandered to vaccine resistance.
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