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The Biden administration revealed Friday that Russia might use a “false flag”
operation as pretext for further invasion into Ukraine. The effort to disarm
deception contains lessons for the Democratic Party here at home.

The Post reported last week that Russia will likely stage a phony “attack on
Russian-backed separatists or Russian-speaking people in Ukraine” that “could
serve as an excuse to intervene,” according to warnings from national security
officials. Russian officials have advanced baseless accusations that Ukraine is
guilty of “genocide” and aggression toward Russia, preposterous claims from the
country that is amassing a force to invade Ukraine.

If Russia does indeed stage such a false flag operation, the West would be able to
say to the world, “See, we told you Russia would do something like this to justify
its aggression.” That offers a key lesson: By anticipating and preempting nefarious
schemes, disinformation tactics can be rendered less effective.
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