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Nicole Bennett, a critical care nurse practitioner in Massachusetts, had always
found humor and camaraderie in her Facebook group for nurses. She joined the
group, called Nurses, in 2019, right after a Washington state senator had publicly
suggested that nurses “probably play cards for a considerable amount of the day.”
In the group, Bennett, whose name I’ve changed to protect her privacy, found
nearly a million other nurses just as outraged as she was about the politician’s
perception of their profession. The posts varied—from funny nurse memes to
touching stories from busy shifts—but the comments were almost always
supportive. When the pandemic hit, the group came together, cheering each other
on as the worst of the first wave of cases came crashing over hospitals across the
country. “It was a place of solidarity,” she recalls.
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