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In a decision that will ensure that netizens continue to have free and fair access to
the internet, the government on Wednesday approved the principles of net
neutrality in India.
“Any deviations and violations of the rules of net neutrality – which come into
effect almost immediately – will be met with stiff penalties,” telecom secretary
Aruna Sundarajan told TOI.

Under net neutrality, online access is unrestricted and non-discriminatory. The
only exceptions are new and emerging services such as autonomous driving, tele-
medicine or remote-diagnostic services, which may require prioritised internet
lanes and faster-than-normal speeds. A committee will look into the possible
exceptions for “critical services” which will also be defined keeping in view the
basic tenets of net neutrality.
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