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My brother is a modern conspiracy theorist.

He calls himself an “Evolutionary Linguist-Spiritual Warrior Fighting for Human
Free Will on Earth” on his TikTok account, which has 12,500 followers. He uses
hashtags like #zombe #apocolypse #weare #freedom and #1111. The latter, as
far as I can tell from doing a little Googling, is a symbol that often represents
interconnectedness and synchronicity, and that inspires individuals to attempt to
manifest their intentions and take action to turn their visions into reality. On the
surface, this sounds sedate, even inspiring — especially as we come out of COVID
isolation. None of us seem to want to “go back to normal” because normal didn’t
serve us.

Last April, my sister-in-law texted me to warn me that my brother was heading,
unannounced, to my doorstep in Idaho, where I care for our elderly father. I knew
he believed “everyone on the planet who received the vaccine will be dead in a few
years,” but I had no idea of the depth of his fantastical beliefs.
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