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The US Food and Drug Administration on Monday fully approved Pfizer-
BioNtech’s Covid-19 vaccine for people 16 and older. But as with previous
regulatory updates concerning the Covid-19 vaccines, the announcement was met
with misleading claims from the vaccine-hesitant.

Many who have chosen not to take the vaccine have objected on the grounds that it
had received only emergency use authorization. Yet, as soon as the agency granted
the vaccine full approval, the purported illegitimacy of the approval process
became one of the most common misleading narratives on social media.

For example, Jordan Sather, a QAnon conspiracy theory influencer, misled his
more than 158,000 followers by taking information out of context and alleging that
“[t]he FDA just approved a Pfizer vaccine that doesn’t finish clinical trials for
years.”

“Going to be an interesting situation over the next few weeks/months with the
lawsuits that will follow,” he wrote in a post that has been shared more than 700
times on Gab and viewed over 25,000 times on Telegram. In fact, postmarketing
clinical trials and other types of follow-up study are standard even after a drug is
fully approved, according to the FDA.
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