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NEW YORK (AP) — In Arizona, a burgeoning Asian American community fields
xenophobic calls about a planned night market featuring Asian street foods. In
New York, a dim sum restaurant owner worries he won’t make rent. In the San
Francisco Bay Area, a local Asian American-owned restaurant chain is mulling
temporarily shuttering one of its properties because of the downturn in trade.

In major U.S. cities, Asian American businesses are seeing a remarkable decline in
customers as fear about the viral outbreak from China spreads. City and health
officials are trying to staunch the financial bleeding through information
campaigns and personal visits to shops and restaurants, emphasizing that, with
just 15 cases diagnosed in the entire country, there is no reason to avoid them.
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